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Acronym Dictionary from AAA to ZIFT

If you've grown tired of trying to track down your physician to find out what TLIF or PNB stands for, we've got the
solution. Our editors have compiled the following list of commonly used medical acronyms as a reference for busy
medical practices. Although this list may not include every acronym that your physician documents, it should help
make coding a little easier for you when billing and coding medical claims.

A

AAA
AAROM
AB

ABE
ABG
ABN
a.c.

AC

ACDF
ACl
ACL
ACLS
Acq.
ACS
ACTH
ACVD
ADD
ADH
ADHD
ADL
AF
AFI
Afib
AFP
AGA
Al
AID
AIDH
AIDS
AKA
AL

abdominal aortic aneurysm

active assistive range of motion
abortion

acute bacterial endocarditis

arterial blood gases

abnormal, or advance beneficiary notice
before eating

acromioclavicular joint, or abdominal
circumference

anterior cervical diskectomy with fusion
autologous chondrocyte implantation
anterior cruciate ligament

advanced cardiac life support

acquired

acute coronary syndromes
adrenocorticotropic hormone

acute cardiovascular disease

attention deficit disorder

antidiuretic hormone

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
activities of daily living

atrial fibrillation

amniotic fluid index

atrial fibrillation

alpha-fetoprotein

appropriate for gestational age

aortic insufficiency

artificial insemination with donor sperm

artificial insemination with husband’s sperm

acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
above-knee amputation
artificial larynx

ALA
ALL
ALP
ALS
AMA
AODM
A&P
Ap

AP
APB
APC
APL
AQ

AR
ARF
AROM
ASC
ASCUS

ASD

ASIS
AST
ATL
ATP
AVB
AVF
AVM
AVN
AVNRT
AVR
AVRT
AZT

aminolevulinic acid

acute lymphocytic leukemia

alkaline phosphatase

advanced life support

against medical advice, or advanced maternal age
adult-onset diabetes mellitus

auscultation and percussion

apical

anterior posterior, anteroposterior, or antepartum
abductor pollicis brevis

argon plasma coagulator

abductor pollicis longus

water

acid reflux

acute renal failure

artificial rupture of membranes

ambulatory surgery center

atypical squamous cells of undetermined
significance

arthroscopic subacromial decompression, or atrial
septal defect

anterior superior iliac spine

aspartate aminotransferase

Achilles tendon lengthening

adenosine triphosphate

atrioventricular block

arteriovenous fistula

arteriovenous malformation

avascular necrosis

atrioventricular nodal re-entrant tachycardia
aortic valve replacement

atrioventricular, or arteriovenous
azidothymidine
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BA breast augmentation Ca calcium, or cancer
B&B bowel and bladder CA coronary artery
BBOW bulging bag of water CABG coronary artery bypass graft
BCC basal cell carcinoma CAD coronary artery disease
BCP birth control pill CAT computed axial tomography
BE barium enema, or below the elbow Cath catheterize
BHCG beta human chorionic gonadotropin CBC complete blood count
BI biopsy CBR complete bed rest
BID two times a day CcC chief complaint, or costochondral
BKA below-knee amputation cd Correct Coding Initiative
BLEPH eyelid surgery CCPD continuous cycling peritoneal dialysis
BM bowel movement ccT cardiac computed tomography
BMI body mass index ccu critical care unit
BMR basal metabolic rate C/D/I clean/dry/intact (referring to incision)
BMT bone marrow transplant CEA carcinoembryonic antigen
BP blood pressure CF cystic fibrosis
BPD biparietal diameter, or bronchopulmonary CH cholesterol
dysplasia CHF congestive heart failure
BPH benign prostatic hypertrophy CIDA chronic iron deficiency anemia
BPM beats per minute CIN cervical intraepithelial neoplasia
BPP biophysical profile Circ. circumcision
Br breast feeding cls carcinoma in situ
BR brachioradialis CISH classic intrafascial supracervical hysterectomy
BRM bilateral radical mastectomy CL central line
BS breath or bowel sounds CLO cleft lip only
BSD bedside drainage CLP or CL/P cleft lip and palate
BSE breast self-exam cm centimeter
BSO bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy cm? centimeters squared
BSA body surface area mC carpometacarpal
BTB bone tendon bone autograft CMG cystometrogram
BUN blood urea nitrogen CMN certificate of medical necessity
BUS Bartholin, urethral, Skene’s CMRI cardiovascular magnetic resonance imaging
BV bacterial vaginosis CMS Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Bx biopsy CNAP continuous negative airway pressure
CNS central nervous system
cont. continue
c/o complains of
Cco cardiac output
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COPD
Ccp
CPD
CPK
CPO
CPR
CR
CRF
CRG
CRIT
CRP
CRPS
C&S
CS
CSF
CST
cT
CTR
CTS
Cix
CS
CVA
cvC
CVL
CvpP
CVsS
CXR
Cysto

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
cerebral palsy, or chest pain
cephalopelvic disproportion

creatine phosphokinase

cleft palate only

cardiopulmonary resuscitation
creatine

chronic renal failure
cardiorespirography

hematocrit

canalith repositioning maneuver/procedure
complex regional pain syndrome
culture and sensitivity

corticosteroid, or cesarean section
cerebrospinal fluid

contraction stress test

computed tomography

carpal tunnel release

carpal tunnel syndrome

contractions

corticosteroid

cerebral vascular accident, or costovertebral angle
central venous catheter

central venous line

central venous pressure

chorionic villus sampling

chest x-ray

cystoscopy

DB&C
D/C
D&C
DDH
DE
Def.
Del
Dep.
DES
DEXA
DIC

deep breathing and coughing
discharge or discontinue

dilation and curettage
developmental dysplasia of hip
dose equivalent

deficient or deficiency

delivery

dependent

diethylstilbestrol

dual energy x-ray absorptiometry
disseminated intravascular coagulation

DIEP
DIF
DIP
DISH
DJD
DKA
DM
DME
DMPA

DNR
DOA
DOB
DOS
DR
DRUJ
Dsg
DSMT
d/t
DT
DTaP
DUB
DVT
Dx
DX

deep inferior epigastric perforator flap
directimmunofluorescence

distal interphalangeal

diffuse idiopathic skeletal hyperostosis
degenerative joint disease

diabetic ketoacidosis

diabetes mellitus

durable medical equipment

depot medroxyprogesterone acetate (Depo
Provera)

do not resuscitate

dead on arrival

date of birth

date of service

dorsal root

distal radio-ulnar joint

dressing

diabetes self-management training
due to

diphtheria and tetanus toxoids
diphtheria, tetanus toxoids, pertussis vaccine
dysfunctional uterine bleeding

deep vein thrombosis

diagnosis

diagnosis code

EAB
EBCT
EBL
EC
ECC
ECCE
ECF
ECG
ECHO

ECRB
ECRL
ECU
ED

elective abortion

electron beam computed tomography
estimated blood loss

emergency contraception

emergency cardiac care

extracapsular cataract extraction
extended care facility, or extracellular fluid
electrocardiogram

enterocytopathogenic human orphan virus, or
echocardiogram

extensor carpi radialis brevis

extensor carpi radialis longus

extensor carpi ulnaris

emergency department
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EDC extensor digitorum communis FDP flexor digitorum profundus

EDD estimated due date FDS flexor digitorum superficialis

EDP end diastolic pressure Fe iron

EECP enhanced external counter pulsation FEES fiberoptic endoscopic evaluation of swallowing

EEG electroencephalogram FEEST fiberoptic endoscopic evaluation of swallowing

EEM external elastic membrane with sensory testing

EENT eye, ear,nose and throat FESS functional endoscopic sinus surgery

EFW estimated fetal weight FH family history, or fundal height

EGA estimated gestational age FHR fetal heart rate

EGD esophagogastroduodenoscopy FHT fetal heart tones

EKG electrocardiogram FL fluid

EL electrolarynx FL femur length, or face lift

ELISA enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay Fluoro fluoroscopic guidance

E/M evaluation and management FM fetal movement

EMG electromyography FNA fine needle aspiration

Eng. engorged FNB fine needle biopsy

ENG electronystagmography FPL flexor pollicis longus

EOB explanation of benefits FSE fetal scalp electrode

EPB extensor pollicis brevis FSH follicle stimulating hormone

Epis episiotomy FTND full term normal delivery

EPL extensor pollicis longus FTP failure to progress

EPO erythropoietin FTSG full thickness skin graft

EPS electrophysical studies FTT failure to thrive

EPSDT early periodic screening, diagnosis and treatment F/U follow up

ERCP endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography FUO fever with an unknown origin

ESR erythrocyte sedimentation rate Fx fracture

ESS endoscopic sinus surgery

ESWL extracorporeal shockwave lithotripsy

ET endotracheal tube G

EtOH alcohol

ETT exercise tolerance test GA gestational age

Ex-Fix external fixation device GDM gestational diabetes mellitus

EXIT ex utero intrapartum treatment GERD gastroesophageal reflux disease
Gl gastrointestinal
GIB gastrointestinal bleed

F GIFT gamete intrafallopian transfer
Grav number of pregnancies

F firm Gsw gunshot wound

FAS fetal alcohol syndrome G tube gastrostomy tube

FB foreign body, or fingerbreadths Gt./gtt. drop/drops

FBR foreign body removal GU genitourinary

FCR flexor carpi radialis Gu guaiac

FCU flexor carpi ulnaris
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HAA hepatitis antigen B

HAAb hepatitis antibody A

HaAg hepatitis antigen A

HAV hepatitis A virus

HB headbox or hepatitis B

HBcAg hepatitis antigen B

HBsAb hepatitis surface antibody B

HBO hyperbaric oxygen

HC hydrocodone or head circumference

HCM hypertrophic cardiomyopathy

HBP high blood pressure

hCG human chorionic gonadotropin

Hct hematocrit

HELLP hemolysis, elevated liver enzymes, low platelets
syndrome

Hg/Hgb hemoglobin

Hib hemophilus influenza b vaccine

HIV human immunodeficiency virus

HLV herpes-like virus

HNAD hyperosmolar nonacidotic diabetes

HNP herniated nucleus pulposus

HOCM hypertrophic obstructive cardiomyopathy

HORF high output renal failure

H&P history and physical

HPI history of present illness

HPV human papilloma virus

HR heart rate

HSG hysterosalpingogram

HSV herpes simplex virus

HTN hypertension

Hx history

A intra-articular

IABP intra-aortic balloon pump

IBD inflammatory bowel disease

IBS irritable bowel syndrome

ideal body weight

implantable cardioverter defibrillator
intermediate care facility

intracranial pressure

intra-cytoplasmic sperm injection
intensive care unit

infectious diseases

incision and drainage
insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus
intradiscal electrothermal therapy
inferior gluteal artery perforator free flap
intramuscular

incision

inferior or infusion

injection

inner/outer

intraocular pressure

interphalangeal

intermittent positive pressure breathing
interventional radiology

iliotibial band

internal tibial torsion

intrauterine pregnancy

intrauterine pressure catheter
intravenous

intravenous drug user

in vitro fertilization, or intravenous fluid
intravenous pyelogram

intra-vaginal slingplasty

KUB
KVO/TKVO

jejunostomy tube

potassium

potassium chloride

potassium hydroxide (for microscopic diagnosis of
yeast)

kidneys, ureters, bladder

keep vein open/to keep vein open
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L&A light and accommodation MAB missed abortion

L&D labor and delivery MAP mean arterial pressure

LAD left anterior descending MAR medication record

LAP laparotomy, or laparoscopy MCL medial collateral ligament, midclavicular line, or
LASH laparoscopic supracervical hysterectomy modified chest lead

LAVH laparoscopic assisted vaginal hysterectomy MCP metacarpophalangeal

LBBB left bundle branch block MCvV mean corpuscular volume

LCA left coronary artery MD manic depression, muscular dystrophy, or
LCL lateral collateral release myocardial disease

LDL low density lipoprotein MDD manic depressive disorder

LEEP loop electrocautery excision procedure Mec meconium

LEETZ loop electrode excision of the transformation zone MFVD mid-forceps vaginal delivery

LFT liver function test MgS04 magnesium sulfate

LFVD low forceps vaginal delivery Mi myocardial infarction

LGA large for gestational age MIS minimally invasive surgery

LGSIL low-grade squamous intraepithelial lesion ML midline

LHF left heart failure MLE midline episiotomy

LITHO lithotripsy MMK Marshall-Marchetti-Krantz procedure

LKS liver, kidneys, spleen MMPI Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory
LLQ left lower quadrant MMRV measles, mumps, rubella vaccine

LMLE left mediolateral episiotomy MNT medical nutrition therapy

LMP last menstrual period MR mitral regurgitation

LMS left mentum anterior position (chin) MRI magnetic resonance imaging

LMT left mentum transverse position MRM modified radical mastectomy

LOA leave of absence, or lysis of adhesions MRSA methicillin-resistant staphylococcus aureus
LOF leakage of fluid infection

LP lumbar puncture MS multiple sclerosis or morphine

LPR laryngopharyngeal reflux MSAFP maternal serum alpha-fetoprotein

LR lateral release MTP metatarsophalangeal

L/S laparoscopy multip. pregnant woman who has more than one child
LS lumbosacral multipara  pregnant woman who has more than one child
LSC left subclavian MV multivitamin

LSTL laparoscopic tubal ligation MVD mitral valve disease

LTCS low transverse cesarean section MVP mitral valve prolapse

LUQ left upper quadrant

Lv left ventricle

LVEF left ventricular ejection fraction
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N

Na
NacCl
NCS
NEC
NG
NICU
NIDDM
NKA
NKDA
NKFA
NKMA
NOS
NP
NP-CPAP

n.p.o.
NS
NSAID
NSD
NSR
NST
NSVB
N/V
NYD

sodium

sodium chloride

nerve conduction study

not elsewhere classified

nasogastric

neonatal intensive care unit
noninsulin dependent diabetes

no known allergies

no known drug allergies

no known food allergies

no known medical allergies

not otherwise specified
neuropsychiatry, or nurse practitioner
nasopharyngeal continuous positive airway
pressure

nothing by mouth

normal saline

nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug
nasal septal deviation

normal sinus rhythm (RSR is more common)
non-stress test

normal spontaneous vaginal bleeding
nausea/vomiting

not yet diagnosed

O

OA
OATS
OoCDh

0oC
O.D.
o/e
oM
O.N.
OPV
ORIF
O.S.

osteoarthritis

osteochondral autograft transfer system
obsessive compulsive disorder, or osteochondritis
dissecans

oral contraceptive pills, open crib, or office call
right eye

on exam (OP more common)

otitis media, osteomyelitis, or every morning
every night

oral polio vaccine

open reduction internal fixation

left eye

OSA
OST
oT

oTC

obstructive sleep apnea
oxytocin stress test
occupational therapy
over the counter

I:)

PA

PAB
PACU
PAD
PAP
PARR
PAT
Path
p.c.
PCA
PCL
PCN
PCOS
PCP
PCTA
PCV

PDA

PE
PEDS
PEG
PEN
PENS
PERRLA

PET
PFO
PFSH
PFT
PG
PGD
PH

P

physician assistant, posteroanterior, or pulmonary
artery

premature atrial beats

postanesthesia care unit

pulmonary artery diastolic

Papanicolaou smear, or pulmonary artery pressure
post-anesthesia recovery room
paroxysmal atrial tachycardia

pathology

after eating

patient-controlled anesthesia

posterior cruciate ligament

penicillin

polycystic ovarian syndrome

primary care physician

percutaneous transluminal angioplasty
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine, or packed cell
volume

patent ductus arteriosus

physician examination

Parent Evaluation of Developmental Status
percutaneous gastrostomy

parenteral and enteral nutrition
percutaneous electrical nerve stimulation
pupils equal, regular, reactive to light and
accommodation

positron emission tomography

patent foramen ovale

past, family and social history

pulmonary function test

prostaglandin

pre-implantation genetic diagnosis

past history

presentillness
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PICC peripherally inserted central catheter O
PID pelvic inflammatory disease
PIP proximal interphalangeal
. o . Q. every
Pit Pitocin (brand of oxytocin) H h
PKR partial knee replacement QAM every two .ours
PKU phenylketonuria QD every ;nornlng
PLIF posterior lumbar interbody fusion QH every hay
PMHx past medical history QHS every .ouhr
PMS premenstrual syndrome Q every.mg t .
. QID four times daily
PNB percutaneous needle biopsy .
. QN every night
PND paroxysmal nocturnal dyspnea, or postnasal drip . )
. QNS quantity not sufficient
PO postoperative, or by mouth oD herd
POF premature ovarian failure Q H every ?t e; ay
POL preterm onset of labor Q? every .our ﬁcﬁ)u.rs
POS place of service Q quantity sufficient
Pos. positive
PP postpartum R
PPD purified protein derivative (of tuberculin)
PPH h h
Pom p(e)::::r:teirr aecr:r:;rk:rge RA rheumatoid arthritis
P P P RAST radioallergosorbent tests
PPROM preterm premature rupture of membranes )
PPTL ostpartum tubal ligation REB right bundle branch
L postp . 9 . oo RBBB right bundle branch block
Primip woman having her first child (primipara) RBC red blood cell
PROM premature rupture of membranes )
. . RCA right coronary artery
PSA prostate specific antigen . .
PSURG lastic surger RCL radial collateral ligament
P . gery RCR rotator cuff repair
Pt patient
) RCT rotator cuff tear
PT physical therapy .
. . REM rapid eye movement
PTA percutaneous transluminal angioplasty Rh Rhesus
PTCA percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty , .
RHF right heart failure
PTL preterm labor .
. Rh neg Rhesus factor negative
PTVP percutaneous transluminal valvuloplasty . . .
PUPPP ruritic urticarial papules and plaques of RICE rest, ice, compression, elevation
pre nanc pap plaq RLD ruptured lumbar disk
preg y . . RLQ right lower quadrant
PVC premature ventricular contractions . L
) . RNA ribonucleic acid
PVD peripheral vascular disease
Px roanosis R/O rule out
prog ROM range of motion
ROS review of systems
RSD reflex sympathetic dystrophy
RSO right salpingo-oophorectomy
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RSV
RUQ
RVG
RVU
Rx
RxN

respiratory syncytial virus
right upper quadrant
radionuclide ventriculogram
relative value unit
treatment or prescription
reaction

SA
SAB
SAD
SAH
SALT
SAS
SAST
SB
SBE
SBFT
SC
SCD
sd)
SF

SG
SGA
SH

N|
SIADH
SIC
SIEA
Sine
SIS
S.L.
SLAP
SLE
SMAS
SMR
SMRR
SNF
SOAP
SOB
SOBOE

sexually active, or sperm analysis
spontaneous abortion

subacromial decompression
subarachnoid hemorrhage

serum alanine aminotransferase
subaortic stenosis

serum aspartate aminotransferase
spina bifida, or sinus bradycardia

self breast exam

small bowel follow through
subcutaneous

sudden cardiac death
squamocolumnar junction of cervix
spinal fluid

swan-ganz

small for gestational age

social history

sacroiliac

syndrome of inappropriate antidiuretic hormone
subsequent intensive care

superficial inferior epigastric artery flap
without

saline infusion sonohysterography
under the tongue or sublingual
superior labral anterior-posterior
systemic lupus erythematosus
superficial musculoaponeurotic system
submucous resection

submucous resection and rhinoplasty
skilled nursing facility

subjective objective assessment plan
shortness of breath

short of breath on exertion

SOOF suborbicularis oculi fat

S/P status post

SPROM spontaneous premature rupture of membranes
SQ subcutaneous

SROM spontaneous rupture of membranes

Ss half

SSE sterile speculum examination

ST sinus tachycardia

Staph staphylococcus

Stat immediately

STD sexually transmitted disease

STH somatotrophic hormone

Strep streptococcus

STS serology test for syphilis

STSG split thickness skin graft

subg, subcu subcutaneous

Supp suppository

Sx sign or symptom

SX surgery or symptom

T temperature, tender, or thoracic vertebrae
T3 triiodothyronine

T4 thyroxine

T&A tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy

TAB therapeutic abortion

TAH total abdominal hysterectomy

TASPA transaxillary subpectoral augmentation
TB tuberculosis or tubercule bacillus

TBSA total body surface area

TCA trichloroacetic acid (chemical peel)

Td tetanus and diphtheria

TEE transesophageal echocardiogram
TENS transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation
TGV transposition of great vessels

THR total hip replacement

TIA transient ischemic attack

TID three times a day

TKA total knee arthroplasty (replacement)
TKR total knee replacement

TLIF transverse lumbar interbody fusion
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T™J
TMT
TNS
TOA
TORCH

TOT
TPN
TRAM
TRAP
TSE
TSS
TT
TTTS
TUIBN
TUIP
TULIP

TUNA
TUR
TURB
TURP
TVF
TVH
TVR
TVT
Tx

temporomandibular joint

tarsometatarsal

transcutaneous nerve stimulator

tubo-ovarian abscess

toxoplasmosis, other (including syphilis), rubella,
cytomegalovirus and herpes virus
transobturator tape

total parenteral nutrition

transverse rectus abdominis myocutaneous flap
twin reversal arterial perfusion

testicular self-exam

toxic shock syndrome

tummy tuck

twin-twin transfusion syndrome

transurethral incision of bladder neck
transurethral incision of prostate

transurethral ultrasound guided laser-induced
prostatectomy

transurethral needle ablation

transurethral resection

transurethral resection of bladder
transurethral resection of prostate

target vessel failure

total vaginal hysterectomy

target vessel revascularization

tension-free vaginal tape

treatment or transplant

U/A
UAC
UAL
U&C
ub
UFE
UFR
UGl
UKR
u/L
UPP
UPPP

urinalysis

umbilical artery catheter
ultrasonic assisted lipoplasty
usual and customary
urodynamics

uterine fibroid embolization
uroflowmetry

upper gastrointestinal
unicondylar knee replacement
upper/lower

urethra pressure profile
uvulopalatopharyngoplasty

Ur. urine

URI upper respiratory infection

us ultrasound

UTI urinary tract infection

uv ultraviolet light

uvc umbilical vein catheter

VA video arthroscopy

VAC or VAD vacuum assisted drainage collection
VAIN vaginal intraepithelial neoplasm
VB vaginal bleeding

VBAC vaginal birth after cesarean

VC vena cava

VERP ventricular effective refractory period
VF ventricular fibrillation

VFC Vaccines For Children program
VH vaginal hysterectomy

VIN vulvar intraepithelial neoplasm
VIS vaccine information statement
VLBW very low birth weight

Vmca middle cerebral artery flow velocity
VO verbal order

VP vasopressin or voiding pressure
VS vital signs

VSSA vital signs stable afebrile

Vix vertex presentation

WBC white blood count

WDWN well developed, well nourished
WNL within normal limits

WPW Wolff-Parkinson-White Syndrome
WWE well-woman examination

y.0. year old

ZIFT zygote intrafallopian transfer
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